A 4 ned Sel - > red 8 ef % 1 ax es KORS 
v0 . = RR - vs - TOES. OW ) 
ho OT OP wan. xc, 4 aus LE Sn Pray I 


<InmSannſb er —————— MW zrr> 


. L '#; Þ 
” A 6 : +4 %.- p 


4 ” 


| Alter from«*/ to his Frier d.con- 
b< ; W-- fn . MRP "F 
C $- | Cernmpg the fate of the Town of Glai- 


:  - gows Buſineſs, &c, 


. 
h — # 
— 


S Sir, | | | WES , 

7 OU being ſo defirons to know the true account of the noiſe that * 
vt « goes abroad anensd the adminiſtration of the Aﬀairs of Gle/zow, 
by *T have prevailed with my felt toobremperat your commands, arit that 


- © - the rather becauſe I having partieular opportunities of 
7 . * matter; it may be known who areto be blatred. 
1 -: :Therebeing ſpread abread-in the Town'of Glaſgow,and-otherpart: 
in the Couritrey, .abeut the Monerh of November Int 1699.” that'r! 
« preſent Magiſtrats and Council'of Glaſgow had? thuch' malverfed! and 
' prejudged the Common Goed rhereot , by bringing it under- great 
" Debt and'Burdens, and oppreſfſingtheTnbabitants by illegal impoſini- 
ons, they 'being conſcious: to'themſelves of their innocence and 'up- 
right dealing in all the Towns coricerns:and' their great labour, pains, 
and conſtant diligence to relieve andiraiſe it' up from the'miny great 
debts and burdens under which it was ſunk at their accefſion to the 
Government of rhe place,they thought it convenient rather than to 
ly under tele reproaches aud caltmnies induſttiouſly ſpread againſt 
| them, to expoſe their Accompts and Management ro the view and 
£ knowledge of both Honſesof Merchants and Trades, though they did 
foreſee that it wight be attended with ſome evil conſequences. 

And to that effe&t both the ſaids Houſes being conveened; they did 
make choiſe of ſixperfons of each rank'to Reviſe the Compts and Mi- 
nagetment, and to report again to both Houſes; after the forefaid per- 
fons had gone through the whole A fairs committed to them as ſaid is. 
And it being obſerved by thoſe who. were appointed by the Town- 

- Council toattend them at their ſeyeral Dyets, and ckar vp mattersto 
them, that ſome'did take up Notes and Obſervesfrom timetc time, it 
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inſight inthae 
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"(ra)) 
depar ture, Fthat they would make known their remarks, that if 
there were any thing in them char needed their clearing,or to givethem 
ſatisfaQion, it might be given. It was Anſwered by one of the Au- 
ditors, and who with others had made ſome obſerves, and conſented 
_to by all, that before:they proceeded and did:avy thingin the matter, 
they ſhould meet amongſt themlelves, and Conſert their Minats and 
Obſerves; andif there were, any thing worthyof notice; they: ſhould 
ive itin totheſe appoinred by the Town Council, and that after they 
ad conſidered them, and prepared their Anſwer, \they might call che 
Auditors together, and what after reaſoning ſhould be found need- 
ful, to lay before the Houſes as their report, ſhould be done, and not 
while then, which was highly reaſonable and juſt. 
* :--/:Though it hath been often times earneſtly. defired that the aids 
* remarks and obſerves may be given, that an anſwer may be given to 
them, and that the Houſes may receive ſatis/ation, yet to this hour 
it -could never. be 9btained : By, which the -Magiſtrats a»d Town- 
Council are lying Bee the' reproach, and are expoſed to malicious 
Tongues. Therefore Sir, for your tacisfaftion, and their vindicati- 
on, I have given you this Information. - | 
"The Magiftrats and Town-Council of Glaſgow, at their coming to 
the Government of the Burgh, Jaly 1689. Found the Debts. ( as far 
as then came to their knowledge ) to be of Principal Sums, _—_ 
Annualrent, and the Annualrents thereof, and other Sums contra& 
by their Predeceſſors,as will appear by the Leger Book, Folio. 1,2, & 26. 
nd was made appear to-the Auditors. the Sumof 177083 12 co 
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At Lembrieſs or Michaelmaſs 1691. beingthe two. 
years John Anderſon of Dowhill was Provoſt, not- - 
withſtanding the great charge the Town was put to 
at the time of the happy Revolution, &depurſments 
payed out for the Government upon their leveral 
orders, which remains ſtill owing to the Town..5 
and the great expence laid out about the time when 
they obtained from his gracious Majeſty their frees 
dom of Elefing their Magiſtrats as freely as any Roy- 
F al Burghot the Kingdom. 
| The Debt was reduced, as will appear by the Bal- 

Lance of their, Books in the forelaid Leger Folio 57, 
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cipal Sums, which with the Anka thereof, and 


At Lambmaſ; or Michaelma(ſs 1693. being the 
two years that James Peadie of Ruchill was Provoſt, 
there being 15136. /ib. payed for expence andchar- 
ges about the time of obtaining the two pennies on 
the Pint of Ale, and paying to William: Anderſor 
in part of g00o werks, wherewith the foreſaid Gift 
was burdened 1000 merks, which is in both 15802 
lib: 13 ſb. 4- d. The Debt increaſed to. the Sum of 
154033. 14 8. of Principal Sums, which with the 
Annualrents thereof, and other Debts not bearing 
Annualrent, as appears by their Ballancein the fore- 


Maid Leger, Folio 94. amounts to 165031 I4 08 


At Lambmaſz ,or Michaelwaſs 1695. being the 
two years Will;axe Napier was Provoſt, there being 
then come to their knowledge of Debts contracted 


by their Predeceffors before the happy Revolution, 


Io158. 2. 8. over andabove what 15 contained in 
the preceeding two Paragraphs, whereof there was 
8000 lib. to A Trades Houle in Gla/gew, conform - 
to an A@ of Council, for their encouragement to 
build a ruinous Land at the Croſs; And a Debt of 
2587 lib, 16 fr. the Town was decerned in by the 
Lords of Seſſion-to pay Provoft Byyl of Irvine, bee 
Cauſe John Wallace then Baillie of Glaſgow in the years 
1687, or 1688. ſuffered Walter Gibſon to elcape, 
after he was taken with Caption, and Compting 
6000 merks refting to William Anderſon of the ſaid 
gogp merks, wherewith their foreſaid Gift was bur- 
dened, makes in all 18079 Hb, 5 fs. 4d. The Towns 
Debts, as will appear by the Ballance of the foreſaid 
Books, Folio 132, and 1323. amounted to of Prin- 
cipal Sums 173814 lib. 18 fb. 4 d. which with the 

—_ _—_— ad ather 1ebts not 


other Debts not bearing Annualrent, amounts to .146254 16. ©2 


$0 there is payed of Debt 030828 15 10 


_ and as appears by the Leger-Book, Folio 1, 2, and: 


{| Leger, Folio 134. 


. Ar Lembmeas or Michaelmas 1697, being thetws 
years the foreſaid Joh Anderſon of Dowhil was 
384in Provoſt, there being then of Debt come upon 
the Town, fer the Lands of Prever, and others 
contraQed by their. Predeceflors, 1341 lib. 4b. 6 4d. 
as appears by Leger-Book, Folio 134. the Town 
was then in Debt over and above 9000 /:b. contre- 
ted for the Towns fourth part of the 3000 /;b.Ster- 
ling (abſcribed to the. Afriten and Indian-Compeny, 
as will appear by the Ballance of the ſaid Books 
Leger, Folie 174. of Principat Sums 147785 #b. 
16 ſh. 02 d. which with the Annualrents-and Debts 
bearing no Annualrent, daes amount to 161980 lo 02 

There is payedof Principal Sums thir two years 
26029 1b. together with 18017 lib. 6 ſh. 8d. of 


B Annualrents, . as appears by the Journal, Pages 


140 and 145, and Leger, Folzo 166 arid 169. 
There remains two years Compts not cleared the 
time the foreſaid Fa, Peadie was tgain Provoſt, viz. 
from Michaelmas 1697 to Michaelmas laſt 1699. 
becauſe of ſeveral Debts ſtanding out owing to the 
:Theſaurers of that time, which they are ſeeking in, 


and muſt charge for. before they can Compt.- 
oo WT 


The Towns Debts contrafted as ſaid is by theit © 
Predecefſors, conform to the preceeding Accomp, 


26, is 177083 12 co 
Tiem, Of more Debt contrafted by their Prede- 


cefſors, conform to the torefaid Accompt and'Leger, 


Folio 95, is | __ - F2745- 18 of 
Tiem, Of more Debt Contrafted by them,conform 

to the preceeding Accompt, and as appears by the 
1341 ©4406 
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= the Pint drought the Town in 21060 lib. of Debt, yet that is now 


 _Thew, As ppears by the fordſaicd Accompt ahd 
Leger-Book, che Expenſe about the obtaining the 
Gift of the Two Perxies on the Pynt, Coſt the 
Town : x 15136 Oo oo 
'- Tiem, That the Gife was bur- | 

dened with to pay Williens An- 

derſon. : EF. 6000 6O OO 


21136 -00 ©6 


—— 


Total Sum 212306 15 02 


The Town was in Debt, as appears. by the fore- 
ſaid Accompt at Michaelmas 1697, and Ballance of 
the Books, Folis 174. 161980 10 02 


So there is payed of clear Debt. 50326 05 00 
Now if it be conſidered, tho that the Gift of the"two pennies oy 


payed and more,by the frugal Mahagement of theMagiſtrars and Town 
Council, and:there is yet nine years ritnnitig of the (11d, Gift from- 
artinmaſs. 1637 to Martinmaſs 1706, Wherein miuch Debt may be ; 
payed by trugal Management arid Care' and ' Diligerice in ſeeking in ” 
. the Towns Debts: at che Anntialrents'of ſs many and fo great ' a” 
principal Sums, the Town is yet owing. is' ſach a burden upon the ©} 
Towns Revenue, that its ittimpoſſible to pay them withour ſortie ©- 
therway and induftry be iiſed- thati by the Reyenine, for it iSktiown 
and eyidently appears by the Accompt of the” Towns Reventie, and 
the Auditors of the Accompts will not refuſe” it, . that after what is 
yearly payed out of it to the Towns afndBaronite, Miniſters Stipetids, _.._- 
Maſter and. DoQorof the Grammer Scho6l,'Fen-duties, piyed to the 
Colledge and others, Tyth;Tack- duties and maintinance of theCharch- | 
es and Precenters, and ſeveral Sallaries and Burdensyeatly- upon' the 
ſaid Revenue, which are to0' long here to be narrated, there remains 
only but 6000 1b. Scots to pay Nine or Ten' thoufand Pound of fl 
yearly Annualrents, and for the ſupport of the Government 7; ”: an 
| likeways of the forcſiid, 6000 lib. there is 1000 Hibs reckoned for © 3 
Seats in the Churches, of which the Town of Glaſgow has. received 
__Nothing theſe-feveral years-paſt, and now 1s appropriat tor building 
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C3 
But Thear ſome are pleaſed to object, that the particulars of the 
Towns Revenue, as they are valued in the Accompt amount to 
more. | 
To which it is anſwered, that the caſual Articles of the Revenue 
are ſtated as they can render communibys.an1is one yeat with another, 
and ſome years they render more, and ſome years leſs, and it is 
known, that except theſe three or four years by paſt, wherein Viatu- 
al hath been dear, they have alwiſe rendred 'about the Sum they are 
valued at, and this very year 1700 the Towns Milns which is the 
preateſt part ofrhe Towns Caſual-Rent, give leſs then they are va- 
lued atin the Accompt,-and. though ſome. years they qnay render 
10co Merks or two more, which is the moſt that they have been 
knowen to render, what is that to fo great a Burden that lyes upon 
them 3 And whatever they have or do amount to,is fairly comp- 
ted for, as the Auditors knows and will acknowledge, as is evident _.. 
by the Books 5 And what other Rents the Town hath, which are 7 
not caſual,are truly ſtated as they are ſet at. 1 
Ir 18 likeways objected, that the Town is ſtented together with the "*® 
Cels for the Burrow Miflive Dues, whereas Edinlureh and ſome 0- 
ther Burghsdo notltent for them. 
To which it is anſwered, that ſuch Burghs who/e Revenues may 
bear that burden, I think , they do well in ſo doing, and they: wiſh 
from their hearts that they had ſuch a Revenue that could not only 
' bear the burden of the Burrow Miſſive- Dues, but alſo the King's 
.Ceſs, in which caſe none ofthe Inhabitants ſhould be burdened with 
_ Either. z For certainly it can be no pleaſure to them that ſuch grie- 
vous Burdens are laid on, if otherwiſe it could be helped, for: the 
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Some are allo pleaſed to ſay. that tho they have not a Fund to pay 
ive Dues, they ſhould borrow it. 
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nualrent of the Money they are ow- - 
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C3 27 Wo” 
* It is likewiſeevident and is made appear, that notwithſtanding of 
all the Stents have been laid on the Inhabitantsfrom time to time, 
which they acknowledge to their Grief and Sorrow have been great 
and heavy, yet theſe Stents have never been able to comethe length 
of paying the ſaid dues, but the Common-Good hath been burdened 
+ With abeve five hundred pound Sterling loſt by them, and do _ 
loſs by them,as does appear by the ſeveral Acconipts of the ſai 


Stents. 
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